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The month of October is right around the corner and so is the end of the first quarter of the 2011-
2012 school year, Friday, October 14th to be exact.  The first quarter of the school year has been 
full of new experiences for all teachers, staff, and students at Ponca Public School with a new high 
school building and new teachers.  Hopefully the first quarter grading period will demonstrate the 
smooth transition all of the students have made to the new surroundings with improved grades.   
 
Parent-Teacher Conferences at Ponca Elementary and High School were held on Tuesday, 
September 27th.  If you were not able to attend the conferences due to a conflict in schedules, I 
stress that you call your child’s teacher(s) and discuss grades, motivation in the classroom, and/or 
any improvements that could take place to solve any problems.  If we take care of small problems 
now, the difference could improve motivation, attitude, and grades. Your child’s grades today 
may affect their entrance into college later.  So let’s make sure your son or daughter has a great 
start to the school year with outstanding grades!! 
 
Parent-Teacher Conferences for Jackson Elementary in Jackson are scheduled for Thursday, 
November 3rd from 4:00 to 8:00 p.m.  Please attend! 
 
As the cold weather approaches, please make sure your elementary child is dressed 
appropriately for recess.  They should have a coat, mittens, hat and boots.  As well as the high 
school students, they need to have necessary clothing as they are driving to school in case they 
have vehicle problems.  We want to keep our students as healthy as possible.  All of our 
classrooms have sanitizing wipes to clean the desks and a sanitizer for the hands. 
 
As a school district, we are required to practice different emergency drills.  For example, 
during the first two weeks of the school year, we must have experienced two fire drills which we 
accomplished.  The school district must have one fire drill on a monthly basis with exception to 
the harsh winter weather.  We will also practice a lock-down drill along with an evacuation drill 
both from the school and with students on a bus. The District has designated the following 
evacuation sites for our students: 
 Jackson Elementary:  Faculty and students will evacuate to Providence Hall 
 Ponca Elementary: Faculty and students will evacuate to the Ponca Community Center. 
 Ponca High School (Grades 7 – 9): Faculty and students will evacuate to the Ponca 

Methodist Church. 
Ponca High School (Grades 10 – 12): Faculty and students will evacuate to Christ the 
King Church.  

All teachers and staff will accompany the students to these designated sites providing supervision 
and taking attendance to insure that all students are accounted for during the drills. 
 

  
 The Ponca Public School requests your help in locating handicapped children. The school implements the Federal Handicapped Children’s Act (PL 94-

142) and Nebraska statute which guarantees a free appropriate educational program for all children between birth and 21 years of age.  

If you have students or know of any young person who meets these criteria, please contact Superintendent's office. 

This institution is an equal opportunity provider. 



 

October Information From the Guidance Office….Mrs. Hassler 

P.S.A.T. Test for Juniors 
The Preliminary Scholastic Aptitude Test (PSAT) is 

scheduled for the morning of Wednesday, October 12, 2011. 

This test is administered annually through the guidance 

office to those juniors who have voluntarily registered (and 

paid) for it. The purpose of the PSAT is twofold: 1. The test 

is designed for students who plan to enroll in a four-year 

college. It provides them with practice for the Scholastic 

Aptitude Test-S.A.T. (a college entrance test) which they 

may take during their senior year. 2. The PSAT serves as a 

pre-determinant in qualifying for the National Merit 

Scholarship. In the event a student scores high enough on 

the PSAT he/she is then eligible to apply for the National 

Merit Scholarship. If your son or daughter has registered for 

the PSAT, please remind them that a good night's sleep and 

breakfast prior to the test are helpful test-taking tips over 

which they have control! If you have questions or comments 

concerning the PSAT contact Mrs. Hassler at the school.  

 

 

PLAN Test for 

Sophomores 

The PLAN Test is scheduled for the morning 
of Wednesday, October 5, 2011. This test is 
administered annually through the guidance 
office to all sophomores at P.H.S. The 
purpose of the PLAN is twofold: 1. The PLAN 
is designed as a practice test for those 
sophomores who consider enrolling in 
college following high school graduation. This 
test provides sophomores with practice for 
the American College Test (A.C.T.) which 
they may take as juniors or seniors. Four-
year colleges in the Midwest require A.C.T. 
scores as one of several entrance 
requirements. 2. The PLAN provides the 
student with feedback on his/her study skills 
and provides him/her with an interest 
inventory which gives clues to the kinds of 
occupations he/she might like. This career 
information is used in a career unit (in 
English class) during the spring semester. 
The school pays for the cost of this test. 
Parents, please remind your son or daughter 
that a good night's sleep and a healthy 
breakfast prior to test time would be a great 
benefit to them. If you have questions or 
comments concerning the PLAN contact Mrs. 
Hassler at the school. 
 

 

Red Ribbon Week Plans 
are Being Finalized 

The National Drug and Alcohol Awareness 

Week "Red Ribbon Week" will be celebrated at 

Ponca School during the week of October 24-28. 

Be sure to watch the newspaper for the finalized 

schedule of events.  

 
 TRI-STATE COLLEGE FAIR 

Make plans to attend the Tri-State College Fair with your high school age student!  The college fair is 

scheduled for Sunday, October 2, 2011, at the Marina Center in South Sioux City, NE.  The program 

will be from 12:30 PM to 3:00 PM.  Over 100 college, vocational, and military representatives will be 

available.  Additionally, financial aid planning sessions are scheduled.  This is an excellent opportunity 

for high school students to begin their college/career searches. 

This year students attending the Tri-State College Fair should pre-register for a “barcode admissions 

ticket” prior to coming to the college fair.  They need to go to the following web site and answer 

demographic information.  Then, they can print their barcode ticket and bring that ticket to the college 

fair.  When they visit with the colleges, the admissions representatives will scan their barcode tickets to 

obtain the students’ name and contact information.  Here is that web site: 

www.nebraskacollegefairs.org/ 

Please make plans to attend the Tri-State College Fair.  Hope to see you there! 

 

 

 

 

http://www.nebraskacollegefairs.org/


 

OCTOBER IS. . .  

. . . THE MONTH OUR FIRST QUARTER ENDS.  In a couple weeks our first quarter will be completed.   Report 

cards will be handed out to students on October 19.  If your child does not bring home a report card, you can 

check his/her grades on PowerSchool or call the school office and a copy of the report card will be mailed.   

. . . THE MONTH WE CELEBRATE RED RIBBON WEEK.  Students will be celebrating Red Ribbon week October 

24-28.  The Red Ribbon Week Team has several activities planned for students PK-12 to promote healthy and 

drug free lifestyles and positive life choices.  Be sure to ask your child what he/she learned about living a drug 

free life during Red Ribbon Week! 

. . . THE MONTH TO THANK SOME PEOPLE WE MISSED IN SEPTEMBER.  A generous group of people helped us 

celebrate our first day of classes in our new 7-12 academic wing by providing rolls and muffins for all of our 

students and staff.   Sadly we missed some people who deserve our thanks.   A big thank you goes out to Sally 

Eiler from Ponca for helping to package the rolls and muffins and to Marion Cain from Dakota City for baking 

our treats.  All of our bakers, packagers, and helpers are much appreciated. 

. . . THE MONTH TO THANK DICK VOLKMAN.  Thank you is extended to Dick Volkman for providing classroom 

copies and teacher resources of the “Wall Street Journal”.  We appreciate your generosity and look forward to 

using them in the classroom! 

. . . THE MONTH TO INTRODUCE MAP ASSESSMENTS.  The type of achievement test administered at Ponca 

School will change this year.   Students in elementary and secondary grades will no longer be writing the Iowa 

Test of Basic Skills in the spring.  Instead students in grades 3-12 will be administered MAP tests three times a 

year (fall, winter, and spring.)  MAP is the acronym for “Measures of Academic Progress”.  This is a 

computerized test offered in Reading, Language Usage, Mathematics and Science.  The test is used to measure 

your child’s progress or growth in school.  The test results are important to teachers because they keep track 

of progress and growth in basic skills.  Teachers use this information to help them guide instruction in the 

classroom.   

. . . THE MONTH FOR STAFF DEVELOPMENT.  Be sure your calendar includes the two staff development dates 

scheduled for Ponca School.  The first day, Thursday, October 13, students will be dismissed at 1:15 P.M.  The 

elementary teachers will be working with a reading representative to learn more about implementing their 

new reading series.  The secondary staff will be trained to use the smart boards that soon will be installed in 

classrooms.  The second staff development day is Friday, October 21.  School will not be in session for 

students this day.  The PK-12 staff will continue to write the curriculum guides for mathematics or their own 

curricular area if they do not teach math.  

. . . THE MONTH TO WISH YOU A SAFE AND HAPPY HALLOWEEN!  BOO! 

Michelle Rinas, High School Principal 



ELEMENTARY NEWS 
The first month of school has passed and everything is going smoothly.  The students and staff have 

settled into their routines and everyone is working hard.  Midterm grades have been sent and Halloween 
decorations are popping up around the building, October must be here. 
 

On October 13th we will be dismissing school early for a teacher in-service.  School in Jackson will be 
dismissed at 12:55 and school in Ponca will be dismissed at 1:15.  Please make the necessary arrangements for 
after school care for your child. 
  
 Homecoming festivities begin October 1st with the coronation and dance.  The elementary will not 
participate in the dress-up days during the week but will be participating in the blue and white day on Friday, Oct. 
7th.  The elementary will also participate in the victory march and pep rally on Friday, Oct. 7th depending on 
weather and time. 
 

 As the weather begins to change indoor activities become more prevalent.  Organizations and individuals 
wanting to use the school building should make sure their events are on the school calendar and they have the 
school usage forms filled out in advance.  Availability of the gyms could be limited because of one gym in Ponca. 
 
 The end of the first quarter is Friday, October 14th.  Parent-Teacher Conferences are scheduled for 
Thursday, Nov. 3rd from 4:00 to 7:30pm in Jackson.  Please make every effort to attend the conferences; it is one 
of the best ways to stay informed about your child’s education. 
 
 The Hy Vee receipt program has been very good to us the past couple of years.  We have received nearly 
$900 dollars from the program.  The proceeds from this program have purchased books, playground equipment, 
and help fund our spring field trip.  Please save your receipts and bring them to school. 
 
 Even though school is going smoothly there are some areas that need to be tweaked.  We are still having 
a problem with students remaining on the school grounds after school is dismissed for the day.  School is 
dismissed in Jackson at 3:10 and in Ponca at 3:25.  The school premises are monitored until approximately 3:20 
in Jackson and 3:35 in Ponca.  After 3:20 and 3:35 the teachers have other responsibilities to take care of.  
Students remaining on the school grounds after 3:20 and 3:35 are not supervised and injuries can happen.  
When school is dismissed students should leave the premises in a timely manner.  If you are going to be late to 
pick students up after school, if possible, please call or make appropriate arrangements.  
 

 Another area of concern is tardy students.  Please make an effort to make sure your children are on time 
for school.  Please remember students can enter the building at 8:15am in Jackson and 8:10am in Ponca.  School 
begins at 8:30am in Jackson and 8:15am in Ponca.  This helps to teach them responsibility and punctuality, two 
areas necessary to being successful in school and society.   

 
Please check into the office when entering the building.  We are having problems with parents entering 

the building without checking in.  We are trying to make sure our buildings are safe and secure.  Checking into 
the building helps us keep track of who is in the building.  Please pick up your children 
outside the building when school is dismissed.  There is enough congestion in the halls 
without adding more people. 

 
 We are having a problem with the 4th, 5th, and 6th grade students dressing 

for physical education classes.  They have been warned multiple times and we are still 
seeing the problem.  The PE teachers have been instructed to give students a “0” for not 
participating in PE each day the student does not dress.  If your child is ill or injured 
please send a note to excuse them for the day.  

 
Bob Hayes, Elementary Principal  



Technology News 
Kristie Hayes, School Technologist 

 
Problems with logging into PowerSchool 
 

 There have been several families that have experienced difficulty logging 
into powerschool since our last upgrade.  If you are having problems make sure your Mozilla Firefox is updated 
to at least to 6.02  or 7.0 (open Mozilla Firefox and click on Help on the menu bar and then click on About you 
will see the version of Mozilla you have installed).  If the version is lower than 6.02 you need to update by 
going to the school website and clicking on the technology tab and choosing download link on the left side of 
the webpage .  This will take you to the Mozilla website where you can download the newer version.  After 
downloading you need to install the newer version.   

 
Secondly you need to update your java!  Go to the technology page again on the school website and 

click on downloads that will take you to the java site.  Download the java software and then install. 
 
Once you have done this restart your browser and try to get into your child’s pwerschool.  If the 

problem persists you need to clear out the temporary files from the browser by following the steps below: 
 

1. Tools 
2. Options 
3. Advanced 
4. Network 
5. Clear Now 
6. Ok 

 

Ponca School Website Features (www.poncaschool.org) 
 Daily bulletin top of page 

 Weekly calendar at the bottom of the front page 

 Interactive calendar on the right side of page.  You can view calendar by the day, month or year 

 Teacher favorite Internet links 

 Scrolling Banners (special announcements) 

 Scores of current games, schedules and game stats by clicking on sport 

 Parent-Student PowerSchool login button 

 Current and past newsletters 

 Current and past board minutes 

 Lunch Menus 

 AR Book Finder Button 

 Many other informational features 
 

Teacher Internet Links:  (Go to the school website and click on Teacher Internet Links Tab).  You will 

find a list of your child’s teacher’s favorite Internet links and other Internet Resources. 
 
 

http://www.poncaschool.org/


Technology Continued 
 

Parent/Guardian Access to PowerSchool 
Create Your Single login for families 

 
 With single sign-on access parents/guardians can now have access to all their children in the Ponca School 
District.   
 

To get started, you must go to the Powerschool Parent Portal from the Ponca School Website 

www.poncaschool.org    Click on the button  .  Do not login--click on the blue Create Account button.   You 
must fill in the following information. 
 

1. Enter your first name. 
2. Enter your last name. 
3. Enter your email address. 
4. User name you want to use when logging into powerschool 
5. A password you want to use (must be at least 6 characters long) 
6. Re-enter the password 

 

To link students to your account 
 

1.  Enter the first and last name of the student you want to add to your account (regardless of the name you enter, 
the system will populate the name based on the access ID and password for the student).   

2. Enter the unique access ID (it will be the first and last name with no space of each child followed with a p). 
3. Enter the unique access password (parent password) 
4. Indicate how you are related to the student by choosing the appropriate association from the pop-up menu. 
5. Click Enter---The login page appears. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Parent Portal 
 

1.  Main Menu:  Grades and Attendance, teacher comments, school daily bulletins, lunch balance, add student to 
your parent/guardian account 

2. Student tabs:  The first names of the students associated to your parent/guardian account appear in 
alphatbetical order.  Click the name of the student for whom you want to view information.   

3. Your name:  the first and last name of the person logged in.  Your name should appear, if it does not contact 
Kristie Hayes our PowerSchool Administrator at 402-755-5700. 

4. Login:  In an effort to ensure that your account is secure and your information protected, the date and time of 
the last time you logged in appears next to your name.  If you hover over the date and time, you can view how 
your last session ended by logging out, timing out, or logging off due to multiple concurrent logins.  You will not 
see how your last session ended, iIf it ended for any other reason, such as a server rest.   

5. Printer icon:  Click to print a printer friendly version of the page your are viewingHelp icon:  Click to view page-
specific online help. 

6. Logout:  make sure to click logout of the parent portal. 

http://www.poncaschool.org/
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Kathie Knerl, author of the book Jack, the Story of a Leaf, will be the guest author at 
Jackson Elementary School and Ponca Public School during the first week of October.  
She will be reading her book to the children and interacting with them about her book.  
She will be sending home with the children information on how to purchase the book 
(10.99).   

Kathie will also be at Ponca Carnegie Library Story Hour on Wednesday, October 5th at 
3:40.  The public is welcome to attend.  Her book will be available for purchase at the 
public library as well.  

www.autumn-books.com 

 

In the Classroom 
During the month of October we will be 

“falling” into numbers. We will be focusing 

on the numbers 0-5. We will also be learning 

the importance of fire safety. Fittingly, 

this month we will be using the colors 

orange and black.  We will also discover 

many fun things like pumpkins, black bats, 

and spiders!  

PRESCHOOL NEWS 
Did you know that the average preschooler should have a minimum of 500- 600 word vocabulary? Building 

a strong vocabulary during the primary years gives your child a jump start on reading and language skills.   

Each week in preschool we will be learning three new “wow words”. These words are large words or not 

frequently used in preschool conversation.  

Wow words for October are: Fall, Jacket, Rake Scarecrow, Squirrel, Acorn Alarm, Flash, Warm, Pumpkin,  

Jack –o – Lantern, Trick or Treat  

 

 

 

http://bookstobelievein.com/Jack.php
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/0984634258/grearelabook-20


All-State Chorus Auditions 

October 15, 2011 Norfolk High School 

Sopranos:  Nellie Logue, Kelsi Stoos, Megan Rager and Christiana O’Neill 

Altos:  Cheyenne Brown and Rachel Krause 

Tenors:  Colin Brandt and Josh Masin 

Basses:  Jacob Oswald, Isaac Bennett, Dustin Brewer and Zach Heaton 

Ponca Music Department 

2011-2012  Fall Fund Raiser 

On September 7th, we kicked-off our 2011-2012 Band and Chorus Fund Raiser,  

All Band and Chorus students in grades 5-12 were involved in this fundraiser.   

The fund raiser ended September 20th.    

The 5th and 6th grade classes raised money for a SOUND SHELL, 

a special needs project for the new auditorium. 

 

The Junior High and High School music students raised money to support their individual 

accounts which will be used for a Band & Vocal Music Trip in May, 2012.   

They are planning a CHICAGO TRIP, May 25-27, 2012.  

We appreciate the generous support of our community, families and friends.   

Thank you for supporting the Ponca Public School Music Department. 

Upcoming Band Dates 

Wayne State College Band Day:  Saturday, October 8th 

Wayne State Cavalcade of Bands: Wednesday, October 12th 

 

Music Booster Meeting 

Wednesday, October 5th at 6:00 p.m. Outlaw Pizza 



Over the past few years, the State of Nebraska’s Dept. of Education has been in the 
process of developing a set of core state learning standards that students should achieve. 
 
Following is a parents’ common core standards guide which has been adopted by forty-four 
U.S. states (Nebraska not yet included) and was developed in collaboration with teachers, 
school administrators and experts to provide a clear and consistent framework to prepare 
our children for college and the workforce and give parents an understanding of the 
knowledge and skills students should learn from kindergarten through twelfth grade: 

 
A Parent's Guide to the Common Core Standards 

 
By Samantha Cleaver     Source:  Education.com 
 

Currently, each state has a separate set of education standards, lists of skills 
that students are expected to do by the time they graduate each grade. 

However, in response to concerns about American student achievement and just 
how prepared students are for college and careers, education leaders in 48 

states, along with the National Governors Association and the Council of Chief 
State School Officers (CCSSO), have written a set of standards for student 

across the U.S. The common core state standards were released in 2010. Now, 
44 states are working to implement them by 2013-2014. Here’s what you 

should know and how to help your child prepare for the common core: 
 
The Common Core Standards are State-Driven 

The common core state standards are a set of learning skills that all American 

students should achieve, not a federal curriculum. They set the 
benchmarks and guidelines for what each student should learn, not how or 

what teachers teach. 

Parent Tip: Find out if your state has adopted the common core at the common 

core standards web site…<corestandards.org/in-the-states>. 
 
The Standards are a Progression 

• In general, standards set a progression of skills that students learn as they 

move through school. Kindergartners work on phonics and letter sounds, 

while eighth graders work on building vocabulary and reading fluency. 

Parent Tip: Look through the common core standards to get a feel for what your 

child will be learning as he moves through school. You can read the English-
language arts standards and the math standards at the common core web 

site…< corestandards.org/the-standards>. 
 

Students will Delve Deeper into Core Concepts 

• One complaint about separate state standards was the concern from teachers 
that students were learning about too many topics in a year to fully 

understand them, says Carrie Phillip, CCSSO program director of common 
core standards implementation. The common core state standards, on the 

other hand, focus on the most important topics that students need to 
know. In math, that means that students focus on really understanding 

numbers in elementary school before they start to apply that 
understanding of numbers to data in middle school. 

Parent Tip: As your child completes homework, help them hone in on the most 

important aspects and core concepts. 

http://www.corestandards.org/in-the-states
http://www.corestandards.org/the-standards/english-language-arts-standards
http://www.corestandards.org/the-standards/english-language-arts-standards
http://www.corestandards.org/the-standards/mathematics


 
The Reading Standards will Get More Difficult 

• As the common core is implemented, students will be expected to read more 

difficult text sooner, and discuss what they read at a more complex level. 
For example, instead of pulling out individual text elements, such as 

characters, plot, and setting, students will be reading or listening to 
various stories, and will compare stories using their understanding of text 

elements. 

Parent Tip: As you read with your child, ask her in-depth why and how 

questions that encourage her to analyze and synthesize texts. For example, 
read three different versions of the Goldilocks and the Three Bears and ask your 

child to compare and contrast them as you read. Also, as you build your child’s 
library, see Appendix B for book 

ideas…<corestandards.org/assets/Appendix_B.pdf>. 
 
Focus on Informational Text 

To prepare students for college-level work, there will be more of a focus on 

informational and expository text. In middle school especially, students 
will be reading informational text, including original documents, from the 

Declaration of Independence to presidential speeches. 

Parent Tip: Encourage your child to research a topic he’s interested in using 

informational texts and original documents. 
 
Assessments Will Change 

• Compared to current achievement tests, common core assessments will likely 
be more difficult. Ideally, instead of multiple choice tests, students will be 

analyzing and synthesizing information, writing essay responses, and 
answering in-depth questions to show how much they understand. 

Parent Tip: Ask your child to explain or show how they’re solving problems. 
Then, have them think of multiple ways to solve a math problem, or answer a 

reading discussion question. 
 
Focus on Practical Skills 

• The common core standards were designed with the workplace in mind. So, 

students will be working on taking the role of scientists, historians, 
researchers, and more. For example, says Bill McCallum, co-author of the 

standards and professor at the University of Arizona, the standards 
“describe what a mathematical practitioner does, make sense of problems, 

preservere and solve them, and critique the reasoning of others.” 

Parent Tip: As your child works through his homework, ask him how someone 

might use what he’s working on in “real life.” Help connect thinking in school to 

thinking at work by explaining how you solve problems, or use math every day. 
 

As the common core state standards start to be implemented in schools, there 
will be some changes, but many things will stay the same. The most important 

aspect, as always, is to stay in contact with your child’s teacher to find out how 
you can support this latest educational advancement at home. 

http://www.corestandards.org/assets/Appendix_B.pdf


 

 

 

Ponca Elementary Fourth, Fifth, and Sixth graders have experienced the process of 

campaigning and the election process to become student council representatives.  Students made campaign posters 

after filling out permission forms to run for student council representative.   A primary election was held to narrow 

the candidate field after which the candidates each wrote and gave a campaign speech to their classmates telling why 

they would be the person to elect to be the classroom representative on student council.  Each classroom then held a 

general election and voted representatives onto the council board.  

 The representatives met Wednesday, Sept. 7, 2011 from 3:30 to 5:30 for training. Their first meeting was 

conducted using parliamentary procedure and they elected four people to the offices of president, vice president, 

secretary, and treasurer. Parents, community members and school staff attended the installation ceremony held in the 

elementary library at 5:30.  The following students are the 2011-2012 student council representatives with officers 

designated:   

 

Mr. Stroud-4
th

 

Carter Kingsbury 

  

Mrs. Fields-4
th

 

Paul Masin 

 

Mrs. Stewart-5
th 

Katy Kastning 

Colson Watchorn 

 

Mrs. Carnell-5
th

 

Gage McGill 

Grace Salmen 

Mrs. Miller -6
th 

Sophie Kramper-President 

Colton Krusemark-Secretary 

 

Mrs. Husen-6
th

 

Kelsey Fields-Vice President 

Logan Kingsbury-Treasurer 
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cards will be handed out to students on October 19.  If your child does not bring home a report card, you can 

check his/her grades on PowerSchool or call the school office and a copy of the report card will be mailed.   
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Test of Basic Skills in the spring.  Instead students in grades 3-12 will be administered MAP tests three times a 

year (fall, winter, and spring.)  MAP is the acronym for “Measures of Academic Progress”.  This is a 

computerized test offered in Reading, Language Usage, Mathematics and Science.  The test is used to measure 

your child’s progress or growth in school.  The test results are important to teachers because they keep track 

of progress and growth in basic skills.  Teachers use this information to help them guide instruction in the 
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. . . THE MONTH FOR STAFF DEVELOPMENT.  Be sure your calendar includes the two staff development dates 

scheduled for Ponca School.  The first day, Thursday, October 13, students will be dismissed at 1:15 P.M.  The 

elementary teachers will be working with a reading representative to learn more about implementing their 

new reading series.  The secondary staff will be trained to use the smart boards that soon will be installed in 

classrooms.  The second staff development day is Friday, October 21.  School will not be in session for 

students this day.  The PK-12 staff will continue to write the curriculum guides for mathematics or their own 

curricular area if they do not teach math.  

. . . THE MONTH TO WISH YOU A SAFE AND HAPPY HALLOWEEN!  BOO! 

Michelle Rinas, High School Principal 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
      1 

2 3     Chicken Strips 
Mashed Potatoes 

With Gravy 
Bread & Butter 

Pineapple 

4 
Cheeseburger 
French Fries 

Pears 

5 
Mac & Cheese 

Peas 
Peaches 

6 
Soft Shell Taco 

Lettuce 
Tri Tater 

Mandarin Oranges 

7 
Pizza 

Carrots with  
Ranch Dip 

Apple 

8 

9 10 
French Toast Sticks 

Sausage 
Peaches 

Orange Juice 

11 
Loosemeat Sandwich 

Corn 
Potato Chips 

Cooked Apples 

12 
Chili 

Cinnamon Rolls 
Celery 

Pineapple 

13 
Crispitos 
Lettuce 

Tater Tots 
Cheese 

14 
Corn Dogs 

Cooked Carrots 
Raisins 

Choc Chip Cookie 

15 

16 17 
Cheeseburger 
French Fries 

Apple 

18   Chicken Nuggets 
Mashed Potatoes 

With Gravy 
Corn 

Roll with Butter 

19 
Stone Soup 
Crackers 

Dinner Roll 
Mandarin Oranges 

20 
Hot Dog on a Bun 

Oven Fries 
Banana 

21 
NO SCHOOL 

STAFF DEVELOPMENT 

22 

23 24 
Chicken & Rice 

Peas 
Pears 

25 
Fajitas 
Lettuce 

Tater Tots 
Pineapple 

26 
McRib Sandwich 

Curly Fries 
Peaches 

27  Spaghetti with 
Meat Sauce 

Lettuce Salad  
Bread Stick 

Orange Slices 

28 
Pizza  

Carrots with 
Ranch Dip 

29 

30 31 
Dangerous Dogs 
Frog Eye Salad 
Wormy Apples 
I SCREAM!!! 

     

Jackson Elementary ~ October 
Ooh, ooh 

My witches' 
brew. 

What's it 
gonna do to 

you?  

Lunc
h bre

wed 
espe

cially
 for 

you 
by D

iane 
& Betty 

~  

   October 5th -  Picture Re-Takes 
   October 7th - to Ponca for Homecoming  
                 Victory March & Pep Rally   
          (weather permitting) 
   October 14th - End of 1st Quarter 
   October 21 - No School, Staff Development 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1 

2 3 BBQ Meatballs 

   Scalloped Potato 

   Peaches 

   Roll 

4 Chicken & Noodles 

   Peas 

  Strawberries 

  Roll 

5 Tomato Soup 

  Grilled Cheese 

  Carrot  Sticks 

  Pineapple 

6 Beef Blaster 

  Rice           Corn 

Cinn Applesauce 

Roll 

7 Crispito 

  Chili/Cheese 

  Lettuce      Pears 

  Krispy Bar 

8 

9  10 Chic. Potato Cass. 

    Green Beans 

   Banana 

   Roll 

11 Pizza 

   Lettuce Salad 

   Peaches 

   Cookie 

12 Chicken Nuggets 

   Potato Cubes 

   Peas         Roll 

   Rasp. Applesauce 

13 Spagetti 

    Corn 

   Orange 

   Garlic Stick 

14 Pork Fritter 

 Mashed Potato/

Gravy      Green Bean 

 Pears       Roll 

15 

16 17 Hamb./Bun 

   Potato Rounds 

   Cole Slaw 

   Fruit Cocktail 

18 Deli Turkey Sand. 

   Mac and Cheese 

   Corn 

   Pineapple 

19 Shrimp Poppers 

   Scalloped Potato 

   Green  Beans 

20 Super Nachos 

   Lettuce 

   Pears 

   Cinn. Sticks 

21                                 

NO   

      SCHOOL 

22 

23 24 Chic and Biscuits 

   Peas 

   Fruit cocktail 

   Choc. Cake/sauce 

25Meat Loaf 

   Scalloped Potato 

   Corn 

 Apple 

26  Mini Corn Dogs 

     Nacho/ Cheese 

    Baked Beans 

    Cinn. Applesauce 

27 Scalloped Potato/  

      Ham 

    Corn     Peaches 

    Roll 

28 Tavern 

   Potato Wedge 

   Green Beans 

    Pineapple 

29 

30 31 Burrito 

    Lettuce Salad 

    Apple Crisp 

     

October 2011October 2011  
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E C R W S S 
Postal Patron 

PO N C A  PU B L I C  S C H O O L  

OC T O B E R  2011  

Post Prom Planning Meeting 
Wednesday, October 19th 

7:00 p.m. 
Ponca Public School 
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