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The school district has recently installed a new telephone system for the Ponca facility. Problems with the 
old system dictated that the District consider replacement rather than repair. In doing so, we have 
significantly upgraded our building telephone system whereby calls can be directed to every room in the 
elementary and secondary buildings. This allows faster communication to classrooms in case of an 
emergency, passing messages along to students and teachers, and for security situations that could arise. 
This 21st century telecommunication system is a vast improvement over the old system. 
 
With the installation of the new system, there will be some changes for parent and public awareness. The 
District’s phone numbers have changed. The primary number for calling the Ponca School District is 755-
5700.  At this time the old number and the new number will ring into the main office.  The new number 
will ring into the superintendent/business office to be answered and then directed to an extension for a 
District faculty or staff member. All personnel will have an extension number for their room, but it will not 
be possible to direct-dial into that room. Phone calls made to a teacher during the school day will not be 
forwarded if the teacher is busy with students during a class period. A message will be taken for the teacher 
to return at a later time. Parents can call 755-5700 in the morning for attendance and bus information.  
 
The following numbers can all be accessed by direct dial. Each of these numbers have voice mail for 
parents to leave a message. 
 
  Business Office:    755-5700 
  Elementary Office:    755-5700 
  High School Office:    755-5701 
  High School Guidance Office:    755-5702 
  Elementary Guidance Office:   755-5713 
  Technology Coordinator (Kristie Hayes):   755-5725 
  Athletic Director (Bob Hayes):   755-5727 
  Kitchen:    755-5735 
  Custodian Office:    755-5747 
  District FAX Number:  755-5773 
 
As we move through this transition from old numbers to new, the public can access the school district by 
using either the phone number 755-2241 or the 755-5700.  You will reach the 
Business/Elementary/Superintendent office your call will then be forwarded to the appropriate extension. 
On January 1, 2008, the old number (755-2241) will be deleted from the system, and only the “new” 
numbers will actually reach the school. 
 
During the period of time when we lost the “old” system, and were installing the “new” system, we greatly 
appreciated the public’s patience and understanding. We hope that this new system will provide you with 
easier opportunities to communicate with the school. -----   Thank You. 
 





 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
  

 Mark November 5 and 6 on your calendars for Parent-Teacher Conferences.  
Conferences are scheduled from 4:00-8:00 P.M. each night.  First quarter report cards 
will be given to parents at conferences.  Below are some things to do to prepare ahead 
of time for the conference.  

·  Look over recent assignments and test grades so that you know how your child 
has been performing in class. A good place to find this information is in your 
child’s PowerSchool account.  

·  Look through books and see what your child is learning.  
·  Ask your child questions, such as what is their favorite subject, what are they 

having a difficult time with, what subject do they find easiest, and who are their 
friends at school.  

·  Write down questions you have for the teacher so you will remember what you 
wanted to ask. 

We look forward to talking with each of you at Parent/Teacher Conferences! 
 Congratulations is extended to senior, Bill Markworth for qualifying for the State 
Cross Country Meet in Kearney, This is Bill’s second year of Cross Country and the 
second year he has qualified for the state meet.  Bill finished 34th out of 120 runners.   
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Ponca Public Schools would like to show support of our troops by encouraging all Jackson and Ponca 

community members, students, and staff members to help support our brave men and women in uniform by 
donating at least one needed care-package item.  Please bring your gift to the elementary guidance office at 
Ponca or the office at Jackson School by Friday, November 16, 2007.  Items will be taken to a non-profit 
organization called, Support Siouxland Soldiers in South Sioux City.   This organization will package the 
items and send them to our troops.  If anyone knows a soldier and would like to add  them to the list of 
recipients, please let Mrs. Anderson, or Mrs. Hassler know.    
 Following is a list of requested care-package items: (Please no aerosol cans or home-made goods) 
 

Beef Jerky   Envelopes/Paper   Baby Wipes 
Hard Candy   Playing Cards   Anti-Fungal foot powder 
Games/Puzzles   Hacky Sacks   Goldbond powder 
Power Drink Mix   Books/Magazines   Toilet Paper 
Coffee/Hot Cocoa  Dice/Card games   Lotion 
Tuna Pouches   Crossword Puzzles  Bug spritz/spray/wipes 
Sunflower seeds   Wiffle Balls   Cotton Socks 
Cracker Jacks   Letters and Cards   Anti-bacterial soap 
Red/Black licorice  Nerf balls/Footballs  Sun Screen SPF 30+ 
Protein bars   Frisbees    Lip balm with SPF 
Eye wash/drops   Blank cards   Toothpaste/toothbrush 
Fruit snacks   Deodorant   Q-tips 
Breath mints/Gum  Air fresheners   Small fly swatters 
Granola Bars   Pain reliever   Icy/Hot Patches 
Boxed Munchies   Razors/Shaving cream  Zip-lock bags 
Koozies    Sewing Kit   Shoe inserts 
Cough drops   Nail clippers   Dental floss 
DVD movies   Vasoline    Moleskin 
Hand held games   clear fingernail polish  shampoo/moisturizer 

 





 







 Put your hands on some cash – for college!! 
 
Parents of eighth graders will soon receive Exploring College Funding – a publication from EducationQwest 
Foundation.  The newsletter provides information about: 

- ways to save for college 
- the financial aid process 
- profiles of professionals who used a variety of options to pay for college 
- the national KnowHow2GO to College campaign 

 
This publication is part of a pilot program in which EducationQuest is providing college and career planning 
materials to parents of eighth graders at 14 Nebraska middle schools – including ours!!! 
 
If you don’t receive Exploring College Funding or have questions about the pilot program, contact Mrs. Hassler. 

 
 
 
This semester all the seniors at PHS will partake in a scholarship/job application writing unit in their 
English classes. As part of their coursework, the students will be developing their writing  
skills while working on class requirements. A series of 11 application/scholarship questions  
were developed through the English department and the guidance office. The seniors will  
be expected to complete two rough drafts and a final copy for class evaluation. Not only  
will the students earn a grade for their written work; they will also be able to use their final  
drafts as a starting block for job and scholarship applications, which they will soon be completing.  
Be sure to ask your senior about this project! 
 
 

Senior Citizen Passes 
Available… 
Passes are available in the Business 

Office for those patrons of the district 
who are over 65.  The passes are 

good for any activities at the school. 

 
 

The Ponca Public School District does not discriminate 
on the basis of race, color, national origin, gender, 

marital status, disability, or age in admission or access 
to, or treatment of employment in its programs and 

activities. The following person has been designated to 
handle inquiries regarding complaints, grievance 
procedures, or the application of these policies of 

nondiscrimination:  
Ponca Public Schools  

Superintendent of Schools  
505 3rd Street  

Ponca, NE 68770  
(402) 755-2241  

Appeal procedures beyond the local level need to  
be addressed to the following office:  

Office for Civil Rights  
8930 Ward Parkway, Suite 2037  

Kansas City, MO 64114  
(816) 268-0550  

FAX (816) 823-1404; TDD (800) 437-0833  
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Congratulations to ninth-grader Aaron Bostwick, son of Troy and Dawn Bostwick, 
who has been awarded the position of Student Library Intern at Ponca Carnegie 
Library. Upon completing an application and interview process, and being selected 
by the Board of Trustees, he began his intern work this past Saturday.  He will be 
working with Mrs. Foulks on Saturdays and Mrs. Moore during children’s storyhour 
on Fridays. 
 
Aaron has a history of librarians in his family.  His late grandmother, Billie Brewer 
was a librarian in Sioux City and served on the Ponca Carnegie Library board of 
trustees.  His great grandmother, Dorothy McMillan served as the librarian at Ponca 
Carnegie Library for many years. Aaron remembers, as a child, playing library with 
his book collection at home.  The Board of Trustees and staff of Ponca Carnegie 
Library are pleased to have Aaron use his gifts and talents at the library. 
 
The Nebraska Library Commission offered grants to libraries for student 
internships, with funding from the Institute of Museum and Library Services, the 
Librarians for the 21st Century initiative. These internship grants are intended to 
introduce promising high school and college students to the varied and exciting 
work of Nebraska libraries, by providing a $1,000 stipend for each student to 
finance approximately one-hundred hours spent working with library staff on a 
variety of projects and activities. 
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 WINTER WEATHER  -  SCHOOL CANCELLATION  
 

With the approach of the winter months, it is important to be informed about the process as to whether 
school will be cancelled for the day, or whether there will be a late start or early dismissal. There are 
many factors to be considered before making the decision to cancel classes, to start late, or to dismiss 
early. First, and foremost, is the safety of students, faculty, staff, and parents. Such a decision is not to 
be taken lightly. 
 
Technology has helped to provide early warnings regarding the approach of inclement weather. Radar 
and satellites have helped to make forecasts much more accurate. During the winter months, much 
attention is paid to these forecasts, the track of such storms, and their potential impact on our area. As 
storms approach, calls to other school district superintendents are made to see how the weather is 
affecting their area, and what decisions they are making. Traveling the country and hard surface roads 
of our district is done to check their condition. 
 
Prior to 6:00am, a decision will be made whether to cancel school, or to start late for the day. 
Information is entered online.  The relevant information for our school district is released from there to 
area radio and television stations. This information will also be available to our school district patron 
online. You can access this by going to the school district’s website www.poncaschool.org, click on the 
“SnowCap”  button on the left side of the front page. This will let you see what decision has been made 
for Ponca Schools. 
 
There are occasions when the weather patterns and forecasts are clearly obvious that a decision can be 
made the night before. When this happens, the online process will begin to air the announcement on the 
10 o’clock news. However, this may not always be possible. Should the decision be made to start 
school late, this will always be a two (2) hour late start. Classes will start in Jackson and Ponca at 
10:30am. Buses will run their regular routes, but will be two hours later than normal. 
 
Occasionally, weather conditions will deteriorate during the school day to a point where early 
dismissal is necessary. We will try to avoid early dismissal if possible because contacting  
parents is difficult. Parents may, during inclement weather, pick up your child/children at  
your own discretion. Please make arrangements for the care of your child in case an early  
dismissal is necessary. In case of the early dismissal, all activity practices will be cancelled. 
 
Following are some helpful hints as parents prepare: 
 

- Know your bus route. Know who is picked up or dropped off before and after your stop. 
Contact other bus patrons on your route for information regarding the location of the bus. 

- If you are going to be gone from home and the weather looks questionable, make 
arrangements for your child to have a neighbor or someone to meet your child, especially 
younger children. 

- Please do not call the school or administration to find out if school is cancelled. Please 
listen, watch or check online for announcements. 

- Parents have the right to make the decision whether to send their children to school when 
the weather is questionable. If a parent decides that the child will stay home, school work 
missed will be required to be made up. The child will not be charged with an unexcused 
absence. 

 



 

Ponca Public School will present a Veteran’s Day Program in the 
west gym at 10:00 a.m. on November 9, 2007.  The public is invited to 
attend this program along with the Ponca, Jackson, and Martinsburg 
Veterans/ Auxiliary Women, K-12 students/staff from Jackson and Ponca 
Schools to help recognize the service and commitment of our Veterans, 
Auxiliary Women, and active military men and women. 
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The Ponca Public School requests your help in locating handicapped children. The school implements the Federal 
Handicapped Children’s Act (PL 94-142) and Nebraska statute, which guarantees a free appropriate educational 
program for all children between birth and 21 years of age. If you have students or know of any young person who 
meets these criteria, please contact Superintendent's office. 




